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THE HISTORICAL LANDSCAPE

Maynooth is surrounded by a rich early medieval 
heritage: 

 Donaghmore Cemetery (Domhnach Mór), 2 km 
to the east of Maynooth, lies opposite the entran-
ce to Carton House, across the Royal Canal and 
the railway. Its ecclesiastical enclosure (KD006-
005001-) is still visible today. Domnach Mor Mai-
ge Lúadat/Núadat ‘the great church of Lúadu’s/ 
Núadu’s plain (Maynooth)’ is mentioned in Old 
Irish sources such as the Book of Armagh. It is 
associated with bishop St Erc, disciple of the 6th-
century St Senán. Domhnach in the townland 
name suggests a Patrician foundation. The surviv-
ing church ruins date to the 14th century. A for-
mer president of St Patrick’s College Maynooth, 
Monsignor Matthew O’Donnell, is buried there.

 Laraghbryan Church and Tower (Láithreach 
Briúin) adjoin Maynooth University immediately 
to the west.

 Taghadoe Church and Tower (Tigh Tua) lie 3 km 
to the south of Maynooth.

 The Slí Mhor ‘Great Highway’, which connects 
Dublin Bay with Galway and which links up with 
the Esker Riada range of ridges, passes through 
the town. The Royal Canal, the Dublin-Galway 
railway line and the M4 motorway basically still 
follow this ancient road across Ireland.

THE OGAM STONE AND ITS INSCRIPTION 
(I-KID-008 = CIIC 26; NMI Ref. 1931:291)

The inscription dates probably to the 6th century A.D. 
It deviates from the usual layout in that the indivi-
dual name has to be read from bottom up on the left 
front edge and the name of the kin-group continues 
from bottom up on the right edge.

The ogam strokes are carved in fine lines and are 
quite worn and damaged in places, rendering some 
of them difficult to read. Nevertheless, the inscrip-
tion can be reconstructed with some confidence.

Text:  
ᚅᚓᚈᚈᚐᚃᚏᚑ[ᚔ]ᚉᚉ
ᚋᚐᚊᚔ ᚋᚒᚉᚉᚑᚔ ᚈᚏᚓ[ᚅ]ᚐ[ᚂᚒ]ᚌᚌ[ᚑ]
Transcription: 
NETTAVRO[I]CC 
MAQI MUCCOI TṚE[N]A[LU]G̣G̣[O]

Translation:  
‘of Nad-Froích (*Nēta-Vroicī) 
from the kin-group of Trénlug (*Trēnalugus)’

More information about 
the inscription at Ogham in 3D: 
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THE STONE

The Donaghmore ogam stone consists of fine-grained sandstone and measures 0.74 × 
0.36 × 0.23 m. 

The stone was discovered in 1902 by Lord Walter Fitzgerald in Donaghmore Cemetery 
(Domhnach Mór) a.k.a. Grangewilliam Graveyard, just opposite the entrance to Carton 
House, the residence of the Duke of Leinster. 

Walter Fitzgerald added the stone to his archaeological collection at Carton House. After 
his death it came to the National Museum of Ireland, where it now forms part of the 
collection (NMI Ref. 1931:291).
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WALTER FITZGERALD

Lord Walter Fitzgerald (1858-1923) was the fourth 
son of the 4th Duke of Leinster. After a military 
career in India and Ireland, he devoted himself to 
historical and genealogical studies, becoming ‘one 
of the great neglected giants of Irish antiquarian 
studies’ (P. Harbison). He was Member of the Royal 
Irish Academy and co-founder of the Kildare Ar-
chaeological Society. The Society sponsors the bi-
annual Lord Walter FitzGerald Prize.

More information about 
Walter Fitzgerald in the 
Dictionary of Irish Bio-
graphy: 
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